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NEWS RELEASE

November 2009

Set-jetting to the South East 
Figures from Screen South show that spending on film production in the South East region for 08/09 was over £76 million and 77% of Britons say they have chosen holiday destinations as a result of reading about them in a novel or seeing them in a movie or TV series.

The latest wave of ‘set-jetting’ is hoped to be fuelled by the new series ‘John Sergeant On The Tourist Trail’, starting on ITV1 on Tuesday 10 November at 8pm.

The three-part series will see John Sergeant return to his roots as a tour guide and take a celebratory journey around Britain. A variety of locations in the Beautiful South are to be featured in the programmes including the gardens of RHS Wisley in Surrey, recent Gold-Award Winner in the Tourism ExSEllence Awards 2009.  The trail also takes in the idyllic village of Great Tew in the Cotswolds and Ascot’s Ladies Day in Berkshire.  

Hampshire location Stansted Park is also featured in the series when John Sergeant returns to the dance floor to take part in a 19 century style dance made famous through the screen adaptations of Jane Austen’s novels.  The Country House was also recently used as a location for Gok Wan’s Channel 4 show ‘How to Look Good Naked.’
Janet Sinclair from Stansted Park said “We have already had enquiries as a result of the Channel 4 filming and hope that this new ITV series will further encourage more visitors. Being featured on television is an important addition to our marketing and helps us to reach new audiences.”
Mike Bedingfield, Chief Executive of Tourism South East said “The benefits that filming can bring to the tourism industry and the wider local economy are significant.  Not only does the location featured benefit financially, but in the long-term filming allows tourism destinations and businesses to be showcased and inspires visitors to the region.”
For further information about the locations South East locations featured in the series and Tourism South East visit www.visitsoutheastengland.com 
ENDS

For further information contact: Hannah Payne on 02380 625471 or email hpayne@tourismse.com   

Note to Editors:

Tourism South East (TSE) is a not-for-profit company which is the official tourist board for the region, covering Surrey, Kent, East and West Sussex, Hampshire, the Isle of Wight, Buckinghamshire, Berkshire and Oxfordshire.

Tourism South East receives core funding from SEEDA, and is active in a range of programmes to support the tourism sector in the South East region, which is worth in excess of £12bn p.a. to the regional economy (7% of regional GVA), and supports over 300,000 jobs.

