
 

 
 
 

Visit Surrey accommodation meeting group 
 

Thursday 13th May 2010, 2pm 
Gorse Hill, De Vere Woking 

 
 
 
Attendees     
Joyce Cawthorne  The Royal Holloway 

University  
Catherine Knight Tourism South East 
Colin Williams            Holiday Inn 

Kingston  
Julia Cook  Brooklands Hotel 
Rachel Appleton Brooklands Hotel 
Diana Lumsdaine      Wotton House  
Alison Adlington Denbies Farmhouse 

B&B   
Anthony Pender  The Wiremill  
Diana Roberts Guildford Borough 

Council  
   

Apologies 
Laura Andrews The Talbot Inn 
Jane Clement            Mercure Burford 

Bridge Hotel 
Sue Betram      The Stanwell 

(relocating) 
Jeanette Simpson Denbies Vineyard 
Daniel Hollett Holiday Inn 

Guildford 
Belinda Kiely  Gatton Manor 
Many Sawhney         The Asperion 
Louise Martin            The Runnymede 

on Thames 

Ian Blythe  The Mandolay  
Kerrie Millard  The Manor House 
 

 
 

Minutes 
 

1. Welcome and introduction, Catherine Knight 
 
Following good first meeting for accommodation sector in Surrey in February, and gap 
for such meetings with industry, Tourism South East in Surrey/ Visit Surrey Partnership 
will continue to organise. 

 
 

2. Business Update Summary - All 
 

Brooklands Hotel, Rachel Appleton 
Full second week open! Increase in leisure business. Last minute booking, one week 
before. Local corporates, leisure and spa main markets. 
 

 
Denbies Farmhouse Report 
 
March was a good month for us at Denbies, the trend for a busy beginning to the week, 
then slacking off on a Thursday night continues.  Weekends have been busy now that 
the Wedding season gets under way. 



 

Our weekend packages offering a B&B stay with a meal in the Gallery restaurant as well 
as the winery and vineyards tours are extremely popular and we have filled many of our 
weekend gaps with the help of this attraction. 
This April we achieved a much higher turnover against last year when we suffered a dip 
around Easter.  Although bookings fluctuated in April with the onset of Icelandic volcanic 
ash, which resulted in several cancellations although I understand a lot of hotels in the 
area were full with stranded passengers as an over spill from the surrounding 
accommodation of both London airports.   
We had cancellations from guests that weren’t able to get here for meetings, attendees 
of cancelled conferences at Denbies, as well as the ones stranded in different parts of 
the world who couldn’t get here. 
On a positive note as people look at their options for holidays and weekend breaks it will 
hopefully swing in our favour as people opt to stay in Britain. 
Unsettled times seem to be upon us now with the uncertainty of a hung Parliament……..  
and tax hikes looming, we are hoping not to have to dilute our room prices, by sustaining 
a good standard  of accommodation and a hearty English breakfast with locally sourced 
produce. 
 

 
Royal Holloway, University of London, Joyce Cawthorne 
Summer 2010 bookings: 
Our core summer business each year centres firstly on language school business and 
secondly on the Arsenal International Soccer Festival. 
 

1. Language School Sector:    
We work with ISIS and are their key centre for the South of England. 
Bookings are looking very strong for this summer; we expect similar numbers to 2009 
which was a record year with 850 students taking part. 
Students stay with us on average for 2 weeks at a time during July. 
 

2. Arsenal International Soccer Festival 31 July – 8 August 2010  
This is the 20th year of the festival which attracts 150 teams from all over the world. 
We expect around 800 people to take part in the 2010 Festival.   
 

3. Weddings – the weddings market is not proving to be as strong this summer as 
in previous years (although August is very busy) but we are hopeful of turning 
this around for 2011.  

 
4. Conference Business – we are very pleased with our conference bookings for 

this summer.  September bookings are up on last year; June and July are also 
looking very good for conference business.  
 
 

Mandolay, Ian Blythe 
Going well. Occupancy up on 2009. Very interested in setting up packages wth 
attractions. Working with Surrey Life. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Wotton House, Dorking, Diana Lumsdaine 
April was a challenge business wise even before the "ash cloud" incident. We thought 
we would be unaffected by "No Fly"; most of our conference groups that week were UK 
organisations and only 2 were multi-national corporates. BUT our many of our clients 
had hosts, organisers or guest speakers stuck abroad and unable to get back as 
planned so we received requests to postpone their events anyway. It was a challenge 
as to negotiate any cancellation charges was impossible on PR grounds. Across our 
group we were quite badly affected even though we offered to host meetings at local 
hotels to client's offices. Wotton House only received one LGW group accommodation 
book-out, with prior NATS IT failure incident. 
  
May has been better than expected with plenty of smaller meetings and start of busy 
wedding season. 
  
June is very busy, bucking the trend in PH, with 3 busy weeks after the Half Term break 
(we hope no repeat of ash cloud/industrial action affecting returning holiday makers to 
their professional responsibilities. 
  
Our order book for next quarter is good with pre-booked events every month until 
November but no increase in turnover expected despite slightly higher level of enquiries. 
Perhaps we are being forced to share as slightly smaller pool of business even though 
signs of recovery. 
 
 
Holiday Inn Kingston, Colin Williams 
 
Up on 2009. Well received. Ash cloud effect! HQ changed view point, do charge 
cancellation then don’t. Increase in DDR, more value added. Publish rate at £75 but £45 
in reality. Local corpoates working well. 
 
 
Manor House Godalming, Kerrie Millard 
April down and half term hard hit but May very good. Heading for more in 2010 than 
2009. Work well with local wedding venues ie Gate St Barn and Loseley. New bar refit 
worked well for extra spend. Cost is number one importance for customers. 
 
 
The Wiremill, Anthony Pender 
Six rooms, weekdays rate down to £64 from £79. Weekends full. Groups for 
anniversaries. Purse strings tightening. Don’t rely on Gatwick. Won best pub of the year 
recently. 
 
Gatton Manor, Belinda Kiely 
  

Great to see the sunshine at long last which brings the golfers back!  Accommodation 
business was strong in March and apart from Easter (which was quiet - not helped by 
the weather which closed the course!) April has held up well.  Starting to creep rates up 
mid week, still very unpredictable with occupancy changing significantly last minute.  
Pleased with level of secured wedding bookings for 2011- long may it last! 
 

 



 

Runneymede-upon-Thames, Louise Martin 
 
1. The outdoor pool is still scheduled to be open Late may to October, landscaping now 
due to be completed in June. 
  
2. The hotel opened its 2nd new restaurant The Lock on 4.5.10.  Located right beside its 
old namesake, the Bell Weir Lock on the River Thames, the new Lock restaurant offers 
riverside dining at its finest. With waiter service and a discreet atmosphere, it’s perfect 
for couples and small parties, giving you a stunning alternative to our leftbank restaurant. 
Picture a light and breezy bistro-style atmosphere with a French influence and The Lock 
starts to take shape… from top to toe it is kitted out with stunning Tom Kirk chandeliers, 
tweed, leather and wooden herringbone flooring. In warm weather, the floor to ceiling 
doors lead outside for gorgeous al fresco dining on the riverside. The food concept is 
even more exciting with a choice of fixed price menu or a la carte menu, at lunchtime 
and a la carte only in the evening reflecting the seasons. Wherever possible, the food is 
ethically sourced, sustainable, locally produced and with organic influences. The style of 
cooking is simple with bold flavours… succulent dishes from a Josper Charcoal Oven… 
freshly grilled this and that… mouth-watering platters for sharing and much more. 
Accompanying the rustic overtones, the extensive wine menu features an accent on 
French wines. And the bar? It is the perfect spot for an aperitif or cocktails! The Lock 
Opening Times Monday to Friday Lunch 1215-1415 and Dinner 1900 to 2200. Saturday 
closed for Lunch – Saturday Dinner 1900-2200. Sunday Lunch 1230 to 1530 and closed 
for Dinner. 
  
3. We have introduced a ducklings dinner in Leftbank every Fri and Sat and everynight 
in school hols 1730 -1830 adults 20.00 and children 10.00 between these hours only and 
excluding tea/coffee. It is a special family dining experience in Leftbank  with  lots to 
choose from with dishes created especially with children in mind including  simple 
salads, tapas style items, rotisserie chicken,  soup , our daily pasta dish, a Leftbank 
burger – choose your own toppings from a selection in the theatre kitchen area or 
become a pizza chef  with your children devising their own pizza and we thencook it in 
our pizza oven for you. There is  so much to choose from and all in a relaxed and family 
friendly setting overlooking the Thames.  
  
4. Ascot and Farnborough business picking up. 
  
5. Corporate business strong and M&E business really building up as we re-launch to 
market. 
  
6. Wedding open days – one held 8th May and another on is on 12th June. 
 
 
 
The Talbot, Ripley, Laura Andrews 
 
The Talbot has had mixed accommodation production.  Some weeks extremely busy 
and others have taken a dip from our normal levels.  Not able to predict future weeks, 
making forecasting difficult.  Still in administration, with no further news on potential new 
owners. 
 
 



 

 
3. Discussion how help one another - ie. weddings/ accommodation/ rates/ 

partnerships, packages 
 

• Packages of ideas for 4-5 days in and around Kent – example give by Anthony 
Pender (see appendix one). Suggested similar information could be created for 
Visit Surrey. 

• Visit Surrey attractions working well together, see two attractions in one day offer 
for groups. Click here for leaflet. 

• Wotton House work with Chessington package and Denbies. Can provide 
information. Administration is difficult for front desk. Windsor brought in tickets in 
bulk. Holiday Inn Kingston package with Hampton Court. Voucher from HRP. 
Chessington tickets from Holiday Extra or Windsor Tourist office. 

• Holiday Extra make 30% mark up so would be good for TIC with only 10% mark 
up. Online booking possiblele? Monthly invoice? 

Action: CK and DR investigate with Guildford TIC central purchasing of tickets for 
accommodation sector to attractions. Especially RHS Wisley and National Trust. One 
ticket for any property in Surrey would be really easy for accommodation to see. 
Guildford TIC contacting attractions, already run tickets for groups for attractions. 
Action: CK/TIC  ask attractions at Visit Surrey partnership committee meeting sale or 
return? 
 

 
4. Tourism South East/ Visit Surrey Partnership update - networking 

opportunities, events and marketing, Catherine Knight 
 

• www.visitsurrey.com,  
Good traffic figures with over 21,000 unique visitors in April. 91% traffic from the 
UK, 43% from London, therefore vital working with that domestic market. See 
rate card to promote your business. Optimising site so now on page one of 
Google for accommodation in Surrey. See VisitSurrey.com dashboard for traffic 
figures in April. 

 

• Good event at Hampton Court in April, free to Tourism South East members. 
Focus on PR and 2012 with VisitBritain and RB Windsor. Attended by Holiday 
Inn Kingston and Royal Holloway. 
 

• Welcome to Surrey, new training course. Launched earlier on week at the 
Clink, Sutton. Welcome Host Gold one day course plus destination specific 
Surrey element. Supported by Surrey County Council and Tourism South East 
2012 fund. First course 9th June, Guildford Borough Council. To book a place, 
only £55 contact Stephanie Pook at TSE. Email spook@toursisme.com.  
Aiming to get 500 employees through course before 2012. Vital hotel concierge 
staff sign up to cross sell Surrey for day or week. Cross selling attractions to 
improve customer experience and spend in area. 

 
 
 
 

 



 

5. Tourist information Centre update, Diana Roberts 

• TIC supports B&B group. Who met twice per year. No fee. No grading 
required. 

• TIC support Guildford Conference Desk. £395 to join. Distribute guide 
locally and to meeting planners. 

• TIC supports Guildford Attractions Group. 
• Visit Surrey guide. Media partners, BBC Surrey, Surrey Life. 
• Box office major events. 
• Women’s rugby, Aug/ Sept 2010. Surrey Sports Park. 

 
Mandolay Hotel asked about the security of the TIC as only one in Surrey? TIC 
response, require constant message to councillors/ management team about the value 
of the centre to businesses. 100,000 visitors per year. VSP support and vice versa. Safe 
is support business community and increase revenue from box office. Open seven days 
a week May- October. 
 

 
6. 2012 update from Surrey County Council, Helen Bridgman 

 
SCC leader supportive of tourism. No tourism department. Link in with 2012. Cabinet 
member tourism now in her title.  
 
2012 action plan – with VSP (budget tbc) 
 

1- Business support,  
i. training course, “Welcome to Surrey” 
ii. familiarisation visits 
iii. welcome packs 

2- Visitors.  
i. Domestic and local residents. Live sites, increase buzz. 

3- Marketing 
i. Surrey on the world stage. Pre-training camps. Different budgets 

ie. Caymans x5, Mongolia, US fencing team 20 athletes but 200 
friends and family. Not signed anyone, working closely with five 
teams. Mongolia, Croatia, Antigua, worked bringing visitors to 
Holiday Inn Woking, Brooklands, Hotel, MBW, Wotton House, 
Denbies and Runnymede. 

ii. Target specific markets ie. Top 500 CEO’s 
iii. Domestic visitors, emerging markets, using links already 

established it with China and Surrey, Canada. 
 

Tourism is the legacy for 2012 for Surrey 
Brand – “choose Surrey”. Developing 2012 website with pre-training info and links to 
Visit Surrey. 
 
2012 conference, combining with SEEDA and Business Link end of July 2010. Will look 
at accessibility and contracts. Looking for 600 attendees form across SE. 
Torch relay, ideas gone to LOCOG. Ideas- Magna Carta, Epsom Derby, 1948 torch 
holder in Surrey.  
 



 

QU. Wotton House mentioned already taking booking from regulars. If space not booked 
may be full already? 
Action: accommodation providers complete accommodation form re pre-training camps 
form (sent with last minutes) and return to Helen Bridgman and Catherine Knight 
 

7. AOB 
 

o Group chair and representative into Visit Surrey partnership committee 
suggested as Many Sawhney, the Asperion. Will pass feedback and 
comments from the group to the Visit Surrey partnership committee. 
 

o See groups marketing leaflet (click link) as discussed. Good example of 
working together 

 
o Leaflet exchange, Thursday 8th July, Loseley House 

12.30 enjoy a networking lunch with the Visit Surrey committee and 
attractions in the Tithe Barn at Loseley, pick up local attraction leaflets 
and discover what is on offer at Loseley Park with free entry for the 
afternoon. Please confirm your attendance to Catherine Knight 
cknight@tourismse.com 

 
o Farnborough Airshow. Brooklands taken bookings through Zibrant.  

 
o 2012 co-ordinator attend future meetings. 

 
o Future hosts – Holiday Inn Kingston, Wotton House, DR suggested local 

attractions. Inviting RHS Wisley to speak? 
 
Next meeting: 
Host: The Talbot, Ripley High Street, Ripley, Woking, Surrey, GU23 6BB 
Directions: www.thetalbotinn.com 

 
Date: Wednesday 28th July, 2pm- 3.30pm 
 
Please provide your business report and any other items for the agenda in 
advance. 



 

 
Appendix one – Visit Kent package itinerary ideas 

 
 
 
 

A Country Break in the Lower Stour Valley 
introductory information & itineraries 

− Area coverage – following the River Stour on its final journey to the sea – from 
Fordwich, the smallest town in Britain, to the Cinque Port of Sandwich, the best 
preserved mediaeval town in the country.  

− Area type – wetlands and marsh extending to the internationally designated Sandwich 
Bay and Pegwell Bay, with extensive farming – orchards, soft fruits, hop gardens, 
market gardens. The area has many interesting and historically important villages, 
traditionally linked by their parish churches. 

− Key themes – the River Stour – nature, wildlife, tranquillity, wellbeing  
− Main activities – walking, cycling, wildlife viewing, spa and beauty 

 

Background information 
• The Lower Stour Valley lies south east of Canterbury, following the River Stour from 

Fordwich on its final journey to the sea where it enters the Strait of Dover between 

Shellness, beyond Sandwich, and Pegwell Bay.  

 

• This is an open, low and gently undulating landscape with extensive areas of 

nationally and internationally protected marsh and wetlands, the Sandwich Bay 

beaches and Special Protection Areas for wildlife. Important agriculturally, inland 

you will find shelter belts of poplars or alders enclosing orchards, soft fruits and 

horticultural crops, reinforcing Kent’s reputation as the ‘Garden of England’.  

 

• At the heart of this Country Break are some of the most important sites for wildlife in 

England: the Stodmarsh National Nature Reserve and the Sandwich Bay and Pegwell 

National Nature Reserve. Both are connected to the River Stour and linked to the 

surrounding villages and towns of Canterbury and Sandwich by the long distance 

walking trail, the Stour Valley Walk, providing the best way of exploring this area on 

foot. 

 

• In Roman and mediaeval times the River Stour was an important highway connecting 

Canterbury with the Continent until the Wantsum Channel, which once separated the 

Isle of Thanet from the mainland, silted up and was eventually drained to provide 

fertile farmland.  

 



 

• Fordwich was then the goods port for Canterbury, and now claims the title of 
smallest town in Britain. It has what is the reputedly the oldest and smallest Town 

Hall still in use to this day. Fordwich became a ‘corporate limb’ to the Cinque Port 
of Sandwich, the best preserved mediaeval town in Britain. The Church of St Mary 

the Virgin in Fordwich (looked after by the Churches Conservation Trust) contains 

craftsmanship spanning 900 years including the Royal Arms and Commandments 

painted on plaster in 1688. Earlier features include the 12th century font of 

Bethersden marble, saints in 14th century glass and the mysterious Fordwich Stone, 

carved c. 1100 as a shrine for a saint’s relics, possibly even those of St Augustine. It 

opens daily from 11am - 3pm. 

 

• Beyond Fordwich, at the hamlet of Plucks Gutter, the Little Stour enters the Great 
Stour and together they become the River Stour. 

 

• Throughout this area are to be found clusters of villages, many of which are 

historically linked through their parish churches: 

 

o Ickham, Wickhambreaux, Littlebourne with their distinctive water mills, some 
with their water wheels still in action, and water meadows. Ickham and 

Wickhambreaux were trading settlements and the old mills were built in the early 

1800’s to ensure a supply of beer and bread to the surrounding army 

encampments, based here in anticipation of the expected Napoleonic invasion 

(which did not materialise). The churches of these villages all have interesting 

features – St. Andrew’s in Wickhambreaux is noted for its east ‘arts & crafts’ 

window, the first window of American glass in Europe depicting the 

Annunciation, whilst the tomb of Thomas de Baa who died in 1339 is of 

particular interest at the Church of St, John the Evangelist in Ickham. 

Littlebourne’s Church of St. Vincent and Saragossa, set back from the road beside 

a 14
th
 century thatched barn, contains some fine Victorian windows.    

 

o Stodmarsh, by the Stodmarsh National Nature Reserve, takes its name from the 
Saxon word stode, signifying a mare, and merse, a marsh. It is thought that 
Augustinian monks drained this area and kept their mares in foal here. Now you 

will see Konik ponies roaming through the Nature Reserve as part of the 

Reserve’s landscape management. The Church of St. Mary is a charming little 

church of Norman origin with a mediaeval timbered bell turret. 

 

o The villages of Wingham, Preston and Elmstone are in an area of orchards and 
hop gardens (gardens is the name used in Kent as tax used to be levied on fields! 

In Worcestershire they are called yards – maybe for the same reason?)  



 

− Wingham is a busy village that retains many of its shops and services. 

Important historically, its houses reflect many periods, from timbered Tudor to 

modern, with certain Flemish influences peculiar to East Kent. A College of 

Secular Canons was founded here in 1286 and although none of the College 

Buildings remain, some of the canons’ houses (in particular on Canon’s Row) 

are still here. St. Mary the Virgin dates from the early 1200s. In the 12
th
 

century a local brewer ran off with the rebuilding funds for the Nave; hence 

there are now wooden columns instead of stone. Wingham has four Wealden 

Hall Houses that contribute to its historic atmosphere and once boasted three 

railway stations.  

− The dedication of the small Norman church at Elmstone, dating from around 
1100, has never been known.  

− The Church of St. Mildred at Preston is opposite where once stood the Palace 
of Juliana, known as "The Infanta of Kent". The foundations of the Palace are 

said to be under the ponds which can be seen in the grounds of what is now 

Preston Court. 

 

o The twin villages of East and West Stourmouth mark the original point where 
the River Stour entered the Wantsum Channel. The Church of All Saints at West 

Stourmouth is one of the oldest churches in Kent, and is cared for by the Churches 

Conservation Trust. 

 

o Ash, also known as Ash-Next-Sandwich, is on the Roman road from Sandwich 
to Canterbury. It retains 11 of its 12 original manor houses and the Church of St. 

Nicholas is a significant landmark, having a very tall tower and needle-like spire. 

St. Nicholas is known for its number of monumental brasses and effigies. The 

Ash Level extends to the River Stour crossed only by old drove ways and it is 

here that you will find the isolated village of Westmarsh.  The River Stour 
divides the Ash Level from the Minster Level and it on this section of the river 

that the Saxon Shore Way passes.  

 

o Worth has an interesting historic conservation area with several fine houses, such 

as Barton House by the duck pond. The village church of St. Peter and St. Paul is 

of Norman origins and has unusual wooden shingles on the tower and a roof 

reminiscent of an upturned boat. The oldest and largest Quercus Ilex (Holm Oak) 

in the area can be viewed from the footpath adjacent to Ilex Cottage behind the 

churchyard. Village cricket games are popular with many overseas visitors 

wanting a glimpse of traditional English life. The RSPB has recently acquired 

new nature reserves in the parish.  

 



 

• It is possible to explore many of these villages along the Stour Valley Walk and 

Saxon Shore Way. 

 

• This area is also popular with cyclists – the Garden of England route passes through 

Sandwich to Fordwich and a local bike hire company – Downland Cycles in 

Canterbury – has devised a number of routes enabling you to discover many off the 

beaten track areas. 

 

• Explore the river and its wildlife with the Sandwich River Bus and Grove Ferry River 

Trips. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Itinerary ideas 
Following are a few suggestions for things to do and see in the Lower Stour Valley to 
help you truly experience this special area of Natural East Kent. These are just a few 
ideas so feel free to mix or swap around, combine with any events that are on in the area 
(remember to check the calendar) and do look at all the other information provided on 
these pages. Please note activities and events that need to be booked in advance. See the 
accommodation listing for ideas of where to stay. 
 

A Gourmet Break – a four day stay  
 

Suggestion One / Day One – Wild Food and Wild Cocktails 
Explore your wild side and learn the art of food foraging with Wild Man Wild Food. 

Fergus Drennan will teach you to identify and harvest all manner of seasonally available, 



 

nutritionally rich wild plants, herbs, mushrooms and fruits in the countryside and on the 

seashore. Using the food you have collected, together you will cook two three course 

meals – and mix cocktails if you have the right ingredients! Lunch is served inside, whilst 

dinner is cooked on an open fire. 

Starting at 9am, the courses typically last around 12 hours so this is a full day of activity. 

Fergus can transport you back to your accommodation. 
 

 Suggestion Two / Day Two – Wine, Poinsettias and roses (or) more to Sandwich 
than the sandwich 
Visit the family run Barnsole Vineyard in Staple, where they make and bottle their own 

red and white wine from Reichensteiner and Huxelrebe grapes. Admission and wine 

tastings are free and they offer free mini-tours lasting about 20 minutes, in which you will 

be shown how they grow and tend the vines and how the wine is made. You can also pre-

book a full guided tour (check their website for details).  

Whilst in Staple, make time to visit the Summerfield Nurseries, a family business 

renowned for its annual Poinsettia walks, and neighbouring Layham Garden Centre & 

Nursery, renowned for their roses. 

A trip to Sandwich will provide a range of gourmet experiences. Have lunch in one of the 

many restaurants, pubs and cafes then explore the quality food shops in this mediaeval 

town. If you are staying in self-catering accommodation, be sure to stop off at the Fruit 

Bowl and the No Name Shop – a delicatessen on No Name Street selling a range of 

French produce. Don’t forget Sandwich’s three farm shops just outside the town and if 

you are there on the last Saturday of the month between 9am – 11am, you will find the 

Sandwich Farmers Market at the Guildhall.  

Finish the day with a trip to the Empire Cinema and dinner at the Bell Hotel‘s Old Dining 

Room restaurant. The Head Chef and his team have created bar, lunch and dinner menus 

to provide the freshest of local produce: fish and seafood, salt marsh lamb, vegetables, 

salads and herbs from nearby farms. 
 

 

 

 

Suggestion Three / Day Three – The Rose Inn and Red Lion  
Visit the pretty village of Wickhambreaux, with its chalk stream and watermill. The 

village green – daffodil clad in spring – is surrounded by lovely old houses (originally the 

homes of wealthy Canterbury merchants), the Rose Inn village pub and the parish church. 

Wander up Seaton Lane to the water meadows and see Seaton Mill, the last of the water 

mills on the Lesser Stour. The footpath below Seaton affords scenic views along the 

river. 

St. Andrews in Wickhambreaux is renowned for its east window depicting the 

Annunciation and was the first church in England to have a window made from American 

glass. David Maltby, of Dambuster fame is buried here. You can buy the book ‘Breaking 

the Dams’ by Charles Foster in the Rose Inn on the Green, a traditional country pub and 

restaurant serving a home-cooked menu using locally sourced seasonal ingredients from 

surrounding farms and butchers. 

After lunch at the Rose Inn, follow the footpaths through orchards and fields of soft fruits 

to Stodmarsh. Strawberries and blackcurrants are specialities of the area. Take time to 



 

wander around this pretty village and St. Mary’s Church before continuing to the 

Stodmarsh National Nature Reserve. Entrance to the reserve is just a five minute walk 

away. Follow the nature trails – including their new sensory trail – and watch the birds 

from the hides. 

A Gourmet Break in East Kent wouldn’t be complete without a visit to the Red Lion – 

renowned for its English eccentricity as much as its fine menu, wines and ales. Described 

by The Times as ‘Kent’s most colourful landlord’, Robert Whigham serves great food 

sourced from local farms and allotments. 
 S u g g e s t i o n F o u r / D a y F o u r – a d a y o n t h e R i v e r G r e a t S t o u r
 

At the other end of the Stodmarsh National Nature Reserve you’ll find the Grove Ferry, a 

former riverside Georgian Manor converted into a traditional English pub, restaurant and 

its very own authentic Fish & Chip Shop. All food is sourced locally where possible and 

cooked fresh to order. Set on the Great Stour, it boasts great riverside views from the 

terrace and gardens.  

Start the day with a river trip and view the abundance of wildlife from the Ellen Mary, an 

electric powered boat operating daily during the summer months (and at weekends in the 

spring and autumn) which can be booked in advance through the Grove Ferry website.  

After lunch at the Grove Ferry explore the villages of Preston and Elmstone and visit All 

Saints at West Stourmouth. Looked after by the Churches Conservation Trust, you will 

find All Saints down a small lane leading to the Little Stour and almost hidden by trees. 

But you should spot the wooden bell-cote and tiny steeple of this ragstone, flint and brick 

church. 

In the evening, why not have dinner at the Salma, a stylish Indian restaurant in the heart 

of Wingham.  
 

Web addresses for hyperlinks: 

� W i l d M a n W i l d F o o d - h t t p : / / w w w . w i l d m a n w i l d f o o d . c o . u k /  

� B a r n s o l e V i n e y a r d - h t t p : / / w w w . b a r n s o l e . c o . u k /
� S u m m e r f i e l d N u r s e r i e s - h t t p : / / w w w . s u m m e r f i e l d n u r s e r i e s . c o . u k /  

� L a y h a m G a r d e n C e n t r e & N u r s e r y - h t t p : / / w w w . l a y h a m g a r d e n c e n t r e . c o . u k /
� S a n d w i c h - h t t p : / / w w w . o p e n - s a n d w i c h . c o . u k /
� S a n d w i c h F a r m e r ’ s M a r k e t -h t t p : / / w w w . k e n t f a r m e r s m a r k e t s . o r g . u k / m a r k e t s . a s p ? K F M A M a r k e t s R S _ A c t i o n = F i l t e r ( " M a r ke t I D % 3 D ' 2 8 ' " ) & K F M A M a r k e t s R S _ P o s i t i o n = P A R :
� E m p i r e C i n e m a S a n d w i c h - h t t p : / / w w w . e m p i r e s a n d w i c h . c o . u k /
� T h e B e l l H o t e l S a n d w i c h - h t t p : / / w w w . b e l l h o t e l s a n d w i c h . c o . u k /
� G a t e L o d g e C o t t a g e B & B - w w w . g a t e l o d g e c o t t a g e . c o . u k
� S t . A n d r e w ’ s W i c k h a m b r e a u x - h t t p : / / w w w . w i c k h a m c h u r c h . f r e e u k . c o m / i n d e x 2 . h t m l
� S t o d m a r s h N a t i o n a l N a t u r e R e s e r v e -h t t p : / / w w w . n a t u r a l e n g l a n d . o r g . u k / o u r w o r k / c o n s e r v a t i o n / d e s i g n a t e d a r e a s / n n r / 1 0 0 5 0 0 3 . a sp x
� T h e G r o v e F e r r y - h t t p : / / w w w . t h e g r o v e f e r r y . c o . u k /  

� A l l S a i n t s C h u r c h W e s t S t o u r m o u t h – C h u r c h e s C o n s e r v a t i o n T r u s t -h t t p : / / w w w . v i s i t c h u r c h e s . o r g . u k / f i n d a c h u r c h / a l l - s a i n t s - w e s t -s t o u r m o u t h / ? r e g i o n = K e n t & o f f s e t = 1



 

� T h e S a l m a W i n g h a m - h t t p : / / w w w . s a l m a - r e s t a u r a n t . c o . u k /
 

B u y i n g l o c a l p r o d u c e i n t h e L o w e r S t o u r V a l l e y
 

This area is renowned for its range of fresh local produce and in particular soft fruits. If 

you are staying in self-catering accommodation, remember the local farm shops, 

butchers, bakers and farmers markets where you can get your supplies for breakfast – or 

for a picnic.  

There are two great butchers in the area – the Preston Family Butchers where you can 
buy sausages, bacon and good quality meat – and Chandler & Dunn Ltd just outside Ash 



 

at Lower Goldstone. Here you can visit the farm to buy locally naturally reared beef from 

their pedigree herd of Sussex Cattle, traditional Kentish Romney Marsh lamb and pork. 

Preston also has the Oak Barn farm shop at Parsonage Farm. 

In addition to the full menu served at the Grove Ferry, they have created the ‘Butchers 
Block’, a butchers counter with fresh steaks on sale, sourced from local farms.  
The Barnsole Vineyard at Staple produces red and white wine from Rondo, Regent, Pinot 

Noir, Reichensteiner and Huxelrebe grapes. Make time for a tasting and either a mini tour 

which take around 20 minutes or a full guided tour which you will need to pre book. 

(Check their website for admission details).  

In Wingham you’ll find ET Wilmshurst Baker, selling speciality breads, rolls, 
savouries, morning goods and cakes. Wingham also boasts three farm shops – the Little 

Stour Farm Shop and Whistle Stop Cafe, the Little Crockshard Farm Shop which sells a 
range of meat (including Aberdeen Angus beef), fruit, vegetables and flowers, and the 

Wingham Country Market Farm Shop and Garden Centre which sells a wide range of 

organic produce. Wingham also has a convenience store and a Post Office. 

Sandwich is surrounded by soft fruit farms and market gardens and here you will find the 

Delf Farm Shop which grows much of its own produce, the White Mill Farm Shop and 
Felderland Farm Shop where you can also PYO strawberries, gooseberries, raspberries, 
apples, pears and cherries. The Sandwich Farmers Market is held at the Guildhall on the 

last Saturday of each month, (March to November) from 9am to 1pm and also in the town 

centre you will find the interestingly named No Name Shop on No Name Street – a 
delicatessen selling a range of French produce – and the Fruit Bowl greengrocers. The 

Bakers Dozen in nearby Eastry sells freshly baked break, rolls and cakes. 
If you are keen to buy local fish, try the two fishmongers in nearby Deal – Jenkins & 
Son on the High Street and Little Billingsgate on South Street. Alternatively head to 
Thanet where you will be spoilt for choice with Quex Barn in Birchington, Fruits de 
Mer in Broadstairs, Eddie Gilbert’s Fishmonger, Quality Fish & Chips and Restaurant in 
Ramsgate, Seasalter Shellfish at Reculver, the fish market on the pier at Broadstairs and 

the seafood stall in Margate. 

The Deal Farmers Market takes place every Wednesday in the Town Hall Undercroft 

from 9am – 1pm. For information on all Farmers Markets in Kent go to the Kent Farmers 

Market Association. 
 

Web addresses for hyperlinks: 

� C h a n d l e r & D u n n L t d - h t t p : / / w w w . c h a n d l e r a n d d u n n . c o . u k /
� T h e G r o v e F e r r y - h t t p : / / w w w . t h e g r o v e f e r r y . c o . u k / h o m e . h t m l
� B a r n s o l e V i n e y a r d - h t t p : / / w w w . b a r n s o l e . c o . u k /
� L i t t l e S t o u r F a r m S h o p - h t t p : / / w w w . t h e l i t t l e s t o u r f a r m s h o p . c o m /
� L i t t l e C r o c k s h a r d F a r m S h o p - h t t p : / / w w w . c r o c k s h a r d . c o . u k /
� W i n g h a m C o u n t r y M a r k e t - h t t p : / / w w w . t h e b e s t o f . c o . u k / l o c a l / d e a l - a n d - d o v e r / b u s i n e s s -g u i d e / f e a t u r e / w i n g h a m - c o u n t r y - m a r k e t / 4 6 2 7 7
� D e l f F a r m S h o p - h t t p : / / w w w . d e l f f a r m s h o p . c o . u k /
� S a n d w i c h F a r m e r s M a r k e t - h t t p : / / w w w . w h i t e c l i f f s c o u n t r y . o r g . u k / w h a t s _ o n / m a r k e t s . a s p x
� Q u e x B a r n - h t t p : / / w w w . q u e x b a r n . c o m /  

� E d d i e G i l b e r t ’ s - h t t p : / / w w w . e d d i e g i l b e r t s . c o m / h o m e /  

� S e a s a l t e r S h e l l f i s h - h t t p : / / o y s t e r h a t c h e r y . c o m /
� K e n t F a r m e r s M a r k e t A s s o c i a t i o n - h t t p : / / w w w . k e n t f a r m e r s m a r k e t s . o r g . u k /  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family fun in and around Canterbury and Sandwich  
There are many things to do in Canterbury that will keep the children – and adults – 

happy for hours. The first point of call must surely be Canterbury Cathedral, but it is also 

important to seek out Rupert Bear at the Museum of Canterbury and explore bygone eras 



 

at the Canterbury Tales Museum. Canterbury also has a great variety of family friendly 

restaurants or cafes.  

But there are also plenty of opportunities for you to explore our countryside and 

following are a few suggestions for the whole family to explore the great outdoors. 
  

Option / Day One –Family Trails during school holidays and the old Port of 
Canterbury 
Canterbury Environmental Education Centre 
Visit the Canterbury Environmental Education Centre for family trails during all school 

holidays, Monday to Friday, excluding bank holidays. The Centre opens from 10am – 

4pm. 

Discover the sensory garden, explore the reed bed trails and visit the bird hides to spot 

wildlife including herons, swans and kingfishers. Make a clay hedgehog, do a brass 

rubbing or some pond dipping to see how many amazing creatures live in the lake.  Or 

just enjoy a cup of tea at the picnic site overlooking the lake.  A fun filled day out for all 

and within a mile of the city centre. 

The Centre is located in Broad Oak Road on the east side of Canterbury, approximately 

half way between the St. Stephens and Vauxhall Road roundabouts. (20 minute walk 

from Canterbury West Station and easy to get to by bus). 

Fordwich – the Old Port of Canterbury 
Continuing east of Canterbury, you will come to Fordwich, the smallest town in Britain. 

Fordwich was once the Port of Canterbury and Pilgrims from all over Europe came by 

boat on their way to visit Becket’s shrine at Canterbury Cathedral. With two pubs – the 

George & Dragon and the Fordwich Arms, Fordwich could make a convenient place for 

lunch. 

Fordwich has the smallest and oldest Town Hall still in use today. It opens to the public 

on Easter Sunday and Easter Monday, every Sunday during the summer (from the last 

Sunday in May to the last Sunday in September) and every Wednesday during August, 

from 1.45pm – 4pm.  

Visit the Church of St Mary the Virgin and see the craftsmanship spanning 900 years as 

well as the mysterious Fordwich Stone, carved c. 1100 as a shrine for a saint’s relics, 

possibly even those of St. Augustine. Cared for by the Churches Conservation Trust it 

opens daily from 11am - 3pm.  

From Fordwich it is possible to take a circular walk up into Trenley Park Wood by 

following the Stour Valley Walk out of the town and onto the public footpaths. (Use OS 

map 150). The section of the River Great Stour east of Fordwich is particularly good for 

exploring the river and nearby wetlands of Westbere Marshes. Call the Kentish Stour 

Countryside Project on 01233 813307 for a copy of their Wild Sites leaflet. 
(It is possible to walk to Fordwich from Canterbury along the Stour Valley Walk, or take the train 

or bus to Sturry and follow the public footpaths.)  O p t i o n / D a y T w o – G o r i l l a s a n d H o p s
 

Visit the Aspinall Foundation’s Howletts Wild Animal Park in Bekesbourne, a family 

day out where education, conservation and fun combine in over 100 acres of ancient 

parkland. Howletts is home to some of the world’s most rare and endangered animals, 

including gorillas, tigers, black rhino and the largest herd of African elephants in the UK. 



 

There is so much to do and see at Howletts that you can easily spend the whole day here. 

But whilst in Bekesbourne do drop in at Mama Feelgoods for breakfast, morning coffee, 

a light lunch or afternoon tea. You can shop in their delicatessen and buy some hop 

garlands from their neighbours, Essentially Hops. Both are located at Chalk Pit Farm. A 

good lunch stop would be the Unicorn, close to the railway station and serving fresh 

locally sourced food. The Unicorn can provide you with details of walks around 

Bekesbourne. 

You can continue on to Sandwich for the evening, where you will find plenty of family 

friendly restaurants, cafes and pubs, and a great selection of accommodation (see the 

listings pages). Check out the latest releases at the art deco Empire Cinema.  
 O p t i o n / D a y T h r e e – a S a n d w i c h f u l l o f w i l d l i f e
Start the day by discovering Sandwich by following the Historic Town Trail (trail leaflets 

can also be obtained at the Tourist Information Centre at the Guildhall). Sandwich has 

two nature reserves – Gazen Salts and Monks Wall – located just a five minute walk from 

the town centre – where you can see ducks and other wildlife. 

To continue yesterday’s exotic wildlife theme, you could visit the Rare Species 

Conservation Centre, just outside Sandwich near Worth, and see the Tibetan Snow 

Leopard, the African Pygmy Goose and the Cambodian Sun Bear – as well as many other 

endangered species from around the world. You can have lunch in the cafe or return to 

Sandwich. 

For a complete contrast to the exotic animals you’ve seen at Howletts and the Rare 

Species Conservation Centre, take a ride on the Sandwich River Bus down river towards 

the sea to look for our native wildlife. In the summer you may have a good chance of 

seeing the seals. On the way, Captain Colin will show you where there was once a huge 

army seaport used during World War I. Large numbers of troops and supplies were 

needed on the Continent and, in great secrecy, a new port was built at Richborough and 

the East Kent Light Railway extended to service the port. Nowadays nothing much 

remains, you may still see evidence of some of the old jetties but a hundred years ago 

there were landing facilities, a train ferry and barge terminals, marshalling yards, in 

excess of 60 miles of railway sidings and around 60,000 people working here. 

O p t i o n / D a y F o u r – a c y c l i n g a n d b e a c h d a y
 

Spend the morning at Sandwich Bay – the best time of day for seeing the birds so the 

earlier the better. Look out for events held by the Sandwich Bay Bird Observatory Field 

Centre (which all take place in the morning – except for their moth trapping nights!) or 

simply enjoy the miles of sandy beach and dunes.  



 

The SBBOT has a fully equipped field centre with ringing room and classroom and it is 

possible to view their ringing work. Throughout the six reserves that they manage in and 

around the Bay are a number of hides from which you can watch the great variety of 

resident and migratory birds. Pond dipping activities are held for children and they run a 

Wildlife Explorers Group for 8 – 12 year olds. Various walks and talks on natural history 

subjects take place regularly as well as monthly workshops and six Wine & Wisdom 

evenings a year. Details of all events can be found on the website or by ringing the field 

centre on 01304 617341. Please note, attendance at most events need to be pre-booked. 

The SBBOT also runs a monthly boat trip with the Sandwich River Bus to view the birds 

out in the estuary (there is sometimes a waiting list for these trips so do book in advance).  

Have lunch at the Blue Pigeons or the St Crispin Inn at Worth, a pretty village near 

Sandwich with duck pond in the centre opposite the church.  

Take the family to Fowlmead Country Park – a safe off-road site for activities such as 

cycling, orienteering, geo-caching and fossil collecting. Bike hire will be available from 

spring 2010. 
 

Web addresses for hyperlinks 

� C a n t e r b u r y C a t h e d r a l - h t t p : / / w w w . c a n t e r b u r y - c a t h e d r a l . o r g /  

� R u p e r t B e a r M u s e u m - h t t p : / / w w w . c a n t e r b u r y . g o v . u k / m a i n . c f m ? o b j e c t i d = 2 5 6
� M u s e u m o f C a n t e r b u r y - h t t p : / / w w w . c a n t e r b u r y . g o v . u k / m a i n . c f m ? o b j e c t i d = 4 8
� C a n t e r b u r y T a l e s M u s e u m - h t t p : / / w w w . c a n t e r b u r y t a l e s . o r g . u k /
� C a n t e r b u r y E n v i r o n m e n t a l E d u c a t i o n C e n t r e - h t t p : / / w w w . e c o n e t . o r g . u k / w h a t s o n . h t m l
� F o r d w i c h - h t t p : / / w w w . f o r d w i c h . n e t /
� G e o r g e & D r a g o n F o r d w i c h - h t t p : / / w w w . b l u b e c k e r s . c o . u k / g e o r g e a n d d r a g o n /  

� F o r d w i c h A r m s - h t t p : / / w w w . f o r d w i c h a r m s . c o . u k /  

� S t . M a r y t h e V i r g i n F o r d w i c h -h t t p : / / w w w . v i s i t c h u r c h e s . o r g . u k / c o n t e n t . p h p ? n I D = 1 1 & c h u r c h I D = 1 1 1
� H o w l e t t s W i l d A n i m a l P a r k - h t t p : / / w w w . a s p i n a l l f o u n d a t i o n . o r g /  

� M a m a F e e l g o o d s - h t t p : / / m a m a f e e l g o o d s . c o m /
� E s s e n t i a l l y H o p s - h t t p : / / w w w . e s s e n t i a l l y h o p s . c o . u k /
� T h e U n i c o r n - h t t p : / / w w w . p u b u n i c o r n . c o m /
� S a n d w i c h - h t t p : / / w w w . o p e n - s a n d w i c h . c o . u k / ( m a y w a n t t o u s e T o w n C o u n c i l w e b s i t e ? )
� E m p i r e C i n e m a - h t t p : / / w w w . e m p i r e s a n d w i c h . c o . u k /  

� S a n d w i c h t o w n t r a i l – l e a f l e t e m b e d d e d ( c o p y o n C D )
� G a z e n S a l t s N a t u r e R e s e r v e –h t t p : / / w w w . k e n t . g o v . u k / l e i s u r e _ a n d _ c u l t u r e / c o u n t r y s i d e _ a n d _ c o a s t / p a r k s _ a n d _ o p e n _ s p a ce s / c o u n t r y _ p a r k s / g a z e n _ s a l t s _ n a t u r e _ r e s e r v e . a s p x ( a l s o o n V i s i t K e n t w e b s i t e )
� M o n k s W a l l N a t u r e R e s e r v e - h t t p : / / w w w . o p e n - s a n d w i c h . c o . u k / p l a c e s _ t o _ v i s i t /
� R a r e S p e c i e s C o n s e r v a t i o n C e n t r e - h t t p : / / w w w . r a r e s p e c i e s c o n s e r v a t i o n c e n t r e . o r g /
� S a n d w i c h R i v e r B u s - h t t p : / / s a n d w i c h r i v e r b u s . c o . u k /  

� S a n d w i c h B a y B i r d O b s e r v a t o r y F i e l d C e n t r e - h t t p : / / w w w . s b b o t . c o . u k /
� B l u e P i g e o n s – h t t p : / / w w w . b l u e p i g e o n s a t w o r t h . c o . u k /
� S t . C r i s p i n I n n - h t t p : / / w w w . s t c r i s p i n i n n . c o m /
� F o w l m e a d C o u n t r y P a r k – h t t p : / / w w w . f o w l m e a d . c o . u k /
 
A romantic weekend in the country 
 



 

Friday 
We suggest you stay just outside Wingham – either at Twitham Barn, a five star B&B 

located in a rural hamlet between Wingham and Staple, or at the Retreat at Witherdens 

Hall, an organic self-catering retreat offering a range of therapies and beauty treatments. 

Breakfast and dinner can be arranged at the Retreat, using the freshest locally sourced 

and home grown produce. Choose in advance a range of therapies and beauty treatments 

to indulge in during your stay. 
 

Saturday 
After breakfast, have a relaxing morning at Twitham Barn, or a morning of pampering at 

the Retreat. 

Then we suggest visiting Goodnestone Park Gardens – a haven of tranquillity created by 

generations of the Fitzwalter Family. Jane Austen was once a regular visitor here. 

Explore the Woodland Garden, the Walled Garden, The Parterre and Terraces which 

overlook the village cricket green, The Arboretum and Gravel Garden. The Rose Garden 

affords lovely views across to the neighbouring Church of the Holy Cross, well worth 

visiting whilst you are here.  

Check the Gardens website for details of various events taking place throughout the year. 

As well as various horticultural events, they also host concerts in the grounds and 

exhibitions in the house. 

 It is possible to walk from Wingham to Goodnestone by following the Miners Way 

(section 3 in reverse). The footpaths are also clearly marked on OS map 150. This section 
of the trail starts in the centre of Wingham, where you can take lunch at one of the pubs, 

restaurants or the Whistle Stop Cafe at the Little Stour Farm Shop, and where you can 

also visit historic St. Mary’s Church.  

The route then takes you through the hamlet of Wingham Well, the site of a freshwater 

spring which has allowed the growing of watercress beds, before crossing the Adisham 

Road (B2046 – take care when crossing) to continue through Crockshard Farm and on to 

the village of Goodnestone.  

If you don’t want to return to Wingham on the same route that you came, you can – if 

staying at Twitham Barn, turn this into a circular walk by following the public footpath 

from Claypits to Staple and completing the last part of the route along the country lane to 

Twitham. If staying at the Retreat, return the way you came alongside the Goodnestone 

Road straight to Witherdens Hall without taking the detour through Wingham Well. 

The Miners Way Guidebook, as well as the Rich Seam collection of walks around the 

Trail, can be purchased through the White Cliffs Countryside Project. Call the office on 

01304 241806.  

 

 

 

 

Sunday 
After breakfast, we recommend a day walking through the surrounding countryside in the 

opposite direction towards Stodmarsh.  

From Wingham it is easy to walk to Stodmarsh following the public footpaths, through 

the charming villages of Ickham, Seaton and Wickhambreaux. See their water mills and 



 

ancient churches and maybe stop for a drink at the Duke William in Ickham or the Rose 

Inn on the Green in Wickhambreaux before continuing on through fields of orchards and 

soft fruits to Stodmarsh and the National Nature Reserve. Experience the peace and 

tranquillity of the open water, the reed beds and marshes and view the abundance of 

wildlife from the hides. 

Enroute to the Stodmarsh National Nature Reserve you will pass a number of traditional 

country pubs serving great food, wines and beers. Depending on how far you walk – and 

your speed – you can time lunch accordingly at either the Duke William in Ickham, the 

Rose Inn in Wickhambreaux or the Red Lion in Stodmarsh. If you make it as far as the 

other end of the reserve, you will come to the Grove Ferry. We recommend that you 

either arrive early or book in advance on a Sunday. 
 

 Web addresses for hyper links: 

� T w i t h a m B a r n - h t t p : / / w w w . t w i t h a m b a r n - b e d a n d b r e a k f a s t . c o . u k /
� T h e R e t r e a t a t W i t h e r d e n s H a l l - h t t p : / / w w w . w i t h e r d e n s h a l l . c o . u k /
� G o o d n e s t o n e P a r k G a r d e n s - http://www.goodnestoneparkgardens.co.uk/ 

� M i n e r s W a y T r a i l -h t t p : / / w w w . w h i t e c l i f f s c o u n t r y s i d e . o r g . u k / i n d e x . p h p ? i d _ s e c = 6 4 & i d _ s u b = 1 2  

� S t . M a r y ’ s C h u r c h W i n g h a m - h t t p : / / w w w . w i n g h a m . o r g . u k / c h u r c h / c h u r c h . h t m l
� W h i t e C l i f f s C o u n t r y s i d e P r o j e c t - h t t p : / / w w w . w h i t e c l i f f s c o u n t r y s i d e . o r g . u k /
� S t o d m a r s h N a t i o n a l N a t u r e R e s e r v e -h t t p : / / w w w . n a t u r a l e n g l a n d . o r g . u k / o u r w o r k / c o n s e r v a t i o n / d e s i g n a t e d a r e a s / n n r / 1 0 0 5 0 0 3 . a sp x
� D u k e W i l l i a m I c k h a m - h t t p : / / w w w . d u k e w i l l i a m . b i z /
� R o s e I n n W i c k h a m b r e a u x - h t t p : / / w w w . t h e r o s e i n n w i c k h a m b r e a u x . c o . u k /  

� T h e G r o v e F e r r y -  h t t p : / / w w w . t h e g r o v e f e r r y . c o . u k /   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An active Break – exploring the countryside by bike 



 

Downland Cycles in Canterbury has produced a number of routes you can follow to 

explore this part of Kent, ranging from an easy 6 ½ mile bike ride through Fordwich and 

Stodmarsh, to a more challenging 50 mile bike ride along the Coast and a three day ride 

around much of Natural East Kent.  

To explore the Lower Stour Valley, we suggest following their circular route entitled 

‘The Vineyard’. On the outward trip you will wander leisurely along the sides of the 
Little Stour, passing through Bekesbourne, Littlebourne, Wickhambreaux, Grove, 

Preston, Elmstone and Barnsole Vineyard at Staple. On the return journey you pass 

through Wingham, Wingham Well and Bramling, and the approach to Patrixbourne gives 

you commanding views of the downs before you head into Canterbury.  

This is a fairly easy ride with few hills but please note, it would suit experienced 
cyclists who are confident enough to include some sections of busy roads on their 
itinerary. The full route description can be downloaded from the Downland Cycles 
website, but it is worth discussing the route with their staff when hiring your bikes.  

Accommodation can be booked enroute so that you can break this 25.5 mile (42.5km) 

route over two days and spend time exploring the villages you pass through, their pubs, 

ancient churches and other sites of interest. Check the accommodation listings for details 

of b&b’s, guesthouses and hotels. Following is an overview of what you can see along 

the way. 

Day One 
On day one you head out of Canterbury to Bekesbourne where you will come to Howletts 

Wild Animal Park.  
It is easy to spend pretty much the whole day exploring Howletts 100 acres of beautiful 

ancient parkland where you can see many rare and endangered species from around the 

world. Whilst here you could also drop in at Mama Feelgoods for breakfast, a light lunch 

or afternoon tea, shop in their delicatessen and buy some hop garlands from their 

neighbours, Essentially Hops. Both are located at Chalk Pit Farm. A good lunch stop 

could be the Unicorn, close to the railway station and serving fresh locally sourced food. 

And if you fancy stretching your legs for a while, the Unicorn can provide you with 

details of walks around Bekesbourne. 

From here you will continue to Littlebourne and then on to Wickhambreaux. If you have 

spent most of the day at Howletts, then the Gate Lodge Cottage B&B could make a good 

overnight stop, with dinner at the Rose Inn on the Green. 

Alternatively, carry on to Grove, where you could park your bikes at the Grove Ferry and 

explore the Stodmarsh National Nature Reserve. The Grove Ferry also provides boutique 
accommodation so could provide another convenient stopover point and a place for 

dinner. 
 

Day Two 
From Grove you will continue into the village of Preston, past the Half Moon and Seven 

Stars and the Preston Village Stores. Voted by the Independent as one of the 50 top 

Garden Centres, the Preston Nursery is well worth visiting. They have a cafe and are 

open 7 days a week.   

 On through the tiny village of Elmstone with its pretty church, you will then come to 

Ash – also known as Ash-Next-Sandwich – where you can stop off at the Chequer Inn for 

a drink or lunch and visit the imposing church of St. Nicholas.  



 

Staple is not far from Ash and it is here that you will find the family run Barnsole 

Vineyard. Barnsole produces red and white wine from Rondo, Regent, Pinot Noir, 

Reichensteiner and Huxelrebe grapes. Do make time for a tasting and tour (check their 

website for admission details).  

In Staple you will also find the Black Pig pub and the Three Tuns. You will also find two 

more garden centres – the Summerfield Nurseries, a family business renowned for its 

annual Poinsettia walks, and neighbouring Layham Garden Centre & Nursery, renowned 

for their roses. 

 After your visit to the Vineyard, you will continue on to the delightful village of 

Wingham where you will find the Red Lion, the Anchor, the Indian restaurant Salma and 

the Whistle Stop Cafe at the Little Stour Farm Shop. Wingham is a busy village that 

retains many of its shops and services. You will also note the variety of architecture 

amongst its historic buildings – from timbered Tudor to modern.  

Descend into Wingham Well (fed by a chalk stream enabling the growing of watercress) 

and continue on to Bramling where the Haywain serves food (check opening times). 

Continuing on the final leg of your journey you will gain wonderful views of the Kent 

Downs as you head towards Patrixbourne – a small collection of beautiful cottages built 

in the 19th Century for employees on the Bifrons estate with the church of St. Mary’s, 

part of the Bridge Benefice. 

From Patrixbourne you now have just over three miles to travel before reaching 

Canterbury. 
 

Web addresses for hyperlinks: 

� D o w n l a n d C y c l e s - h t t p : / / w w w . d o w n l a n d c y c l e s . c o . u k /  

� H o w l e t t s - h t t p : / / w w w . a s p i n a l l f o u n d a t i o n . o r g /  

� M a m a F e e l g o o d s - h t t p : / / m a m a f e e l g o o d s . c o m /
� E s s e n t i a l l y H o p s - h t t p : / / w w w . e s s e n t i a l l y h o p s . c o . u k /
� T h e U n i c o r n - h t t p : / / w w w . p u b u n i c o r n . c o m /
� G a t e L o d g e C o t t a g e - w w w . g a t e l o d g e c o t t a g e . c o . u k
� R o s e I n n - h t t p : / / w w w . t h e r o s e i n n w i c k h a m b r e a u x . c o . u k /
� T h e G r o v e F e r r y - h t t p : / / w w w . t h e g r o v e f e r r y . c o . u k / f o o d . h t m l
� S t o d m a r s h N a t i o n a l N a t u r e R e s e r v e -h t t p : / / w w w . n a t u r a l e n g l a n d . o r g . u k / o u r w o r k / c o n s e r v a t i o n / d e s i g n a t e d a r e a s / n n r / 1 0 0 5 0 0 3 . a sp x
� P r e s t o n N u r s e r y - h t t p : / / w w w . p r e s t o n n u r s e r y . c o . u k /
� C h e q u e r I n n - h t t p : / / t h e c h e q u e r i n n a s h . c o . u k /
� S t N i c h o l a s A s h - h t t p : / / w w w . s 8 n i c h o l a s . o r g . u k /  

� S t a p l e - h t t p : / / w w w . s t a p l e - o n l i n e . c o . u k /  

� B a r n s o l e V i n e y a r d - h t t p : / / w w w . b a r n s o l e . c o . u k /
� B l a c k P i g - h t t p : / / w w w . t h e b l a c k p i g . c o . u k /
� T h r e e T u n s - h t t p : / / w w w . t h e t h r e e t u n s s t a p l e . c o . u k /
� S u m m e r f i e l d N u r s e r i e s - h t t p : / / w w w . s u m m e r f i e l d n u r s e r i e s . c o . u k /  

� L a y h a m G a r d e n C e n t r e & N u r s e r y - h t t p : / / w w w . l a y h a m g a r d e n c e n t r e . c o . u k /
� R e d L i o n W i n g h a m - h t t p : / / w w w . r e d l i o n w i n g h a m . c o . u k /
� L i t t l e S t o u r F a r m s h o p - h t t p : / / w w w . t h e l i t t l e s t o u r f a r m s h o p . c o m /
� T h e H a y w a i n - h t t p : / / w w w . t h e h a y w a i n p u b b r a m l i n g . c o . u k /
� S t . M a r y ’ s C h u r c h P a t r i x b o u r n e - h t t p : / / w w w . b r i d g e c h u r c h . c o . u k /



 

 
The Great Outdoors – exploring the countryside without a car – on foot!  
A short break based on two days of walking from Canterbury to Sandwich, following the 

Stour Valley Walk to explore nature and wildlife along the River Great Stour. Spend 

some time exploring Sandwich Bay before returning to Canterbury by river on day three. 

This involves staying in accommodation along the way and therefore carrying whatever 

you need for two nights’ accommodation. There are plenty of places enroute to stop and 

eat. 
 

Day One – The Bourne Walk  
In the morning take the train to Bekesbourne and follow the Bourne Walk (one of the 
Kentish Stour Countryside Project’s Train Rides to Ramble) which passes through the 

pretty villages of Bekesbourne, Littlebourne, Wickhambreaux, Ickham and Patrixbourne, 

taking in five churches, as many pubs and a number of converted watermills. It also 

features orchards and watercourses.  

We recommend doing half of this circular route so that you can take a detour via 

Howletts Wild Animal Park. Stop off for lunch at Mama Feelgoods at Chalk Pit Farm or 

at the Unicorn near the railway station. (The Unicorn is a popular pub for walkers and 

can point you in the right direction). From here rejoin the walk and continue on through 

Littlebourne, where you can stop for a drink at the Anchor Inn, or the Evenhill, or if you 
wish, stay here at the Pilgrims Rest before continuing on through Ickham and/or 

Wickhambreaux.  
Accommodation is also available at these two villages – you will find the Duke William 

at Ickham and the Gate Lodge Cottage in Wickhambreaux.  

 

As an alternative to following the Bourne Walk from Bekesbourne, you could walk the 

Stour Valley Walk from Canterbury to Upstreet. This will take 4 – 5 hours. At Upstreet, 

turn down to the Stodmarsh National Nature Reserve and explore this area of open water, 

reed beds and marsh before checking in at the Grove Ferry, where you can also have 

dinner. 
 

 

Day Two – join the Stour Valley Walk 
If staying in Littlebourne, Wickhambreaux or Ickham, after breakfast follow the public 

footpaths through orchards and soft fruit farms to Stodmarsh. Walk through the 

Stodmarsh National Nature Reserve to Grove where you can join the Stour Valley Walk. 

Depending on the time of day you start your walk, you may arrive in time for lunch at the 

Grove Ferry.  

The Stour Valley Walk from Grove Ferry to Sandwich takes up to five hours so plan your 

journey times accordingly.  

Sandwich and the neighbouring village of Worth have a number of hotels, b&b’s and 
inns where you can stay, as well as a wide variety of places to eat. 
 

 

Day Three – return to Canterbury 
The very last leg of the Stour Valley Walk is from Sandwich to Shell Ness – where the 

River Stour joins the Strait of Dover. From Sandwich Quay, the river takes a lonely 



 

course across the salts, doubling back on itself by Stonar Cut. The cut, between the river 

at Richborough and Sandwich Haven, was constructed in 1776 to control the flow of the 

river by creating a short cut the sea. The Stour Valley Walk cuts across the ‘salts’ 

between the two golf courses – Royal St. Georges and Princes – then continues alongside 

the Sandwich Flats to reach the headland of Shell Ness from where you can look across 

to Pegwell Bay. 

Depending on your speed, this section of the walk will take around 1 ½ hours so you 

could spend some time exploring Sandwich Bay, check any activities or events being 

organised by the Sandwich Bay Bird Observatory Field Centre and explore the town.   

It is possible to return to Canterbury by bus, or by train (changing at Ramsgate). 
 

Web addresses for hyperlinks: 

� S t o u r V a l l e y W a l k o n E x p l o r e K e n t -h t t p : / / w w w . k e n t . g o v . u k / l e i s u r e _ a n d _ c u l t u r e / c o u n t r y s i d e _ a n d _ c o a s t / w a l k i n g / s t o u r _ v a l l e y _w a l k . a s p x
� T r a i n R i d e s t o R a m b l e – K e n t i s h S t o u r -h t t p : / / w w w . k e n t i s h s t o u r . o r g . u k / t r a i n _ r i d e s _ b k l t s . h t m
� H o w l e t t s W i l d A n i m a l P a r k - h t t p : / / w w w . a s p i n a l l f o u n d a t i o n . o r g /  

� M a m a F e e l g o o d s - h t t p : / / m a m a f e e l g o o d s . c o m / D e l i C a f e . h t m l
� T h e U n i c o r n - h t t p : / / w w w . p u b u n i c o r n . c o m /
� T h e A n c h o r L i t t l e b o u r n e - h t t p : / / w w w . t h e - a n c h o r i n n . c o m /
� T h e E v e n h i l l L i t t l e b o u r n e - w w w . e v e n h i l l c a n t e r b u r y . c o . u k
� P i l g r i m s R e s t - w w w . t h e p i l g r i m s r e s t . b i z
� D u k e W i l l i a m I c k h a m - h t t p : / / w w w . d u k e w i l l i a m . b i z /
� G a t e L o d g e C o t t a g e W i c k h a m b r e a u x - h t t p : / / w w w . g a t e l o d g e c o t t a g e . c o . u k /
� S t o d m a r s h N a t i o n a l N a t u r e R e s e r v e -h t t p : / / w w w . n a t u r a l e n g l a n d . o r g . u k / o u r w o r k / c o n s e r v a t i o n / d e s i g n a t e d a r e a s / n n r / 1 0 0 5 0 0 3 . a sp x
� T h e G r o v e F e r r y - h t t p : / / w w w . t h e g r o v e f e r r y . c o . u k / h o m e . h t m l
� S a n d w i c h - h t t p : / / w w w . o p e n - s a n d w i c h . c o . u k / i n d e x . h t m
� S a n d w i c h B a y B i r d O b s e r v a t o r y F i e l d C e n t r e - h t t p : / / w w w . s b b o t . c o . u k /



 

Ideas for a ½ day visit, 1 day visit, weekend or longer 
 

If you have just half a day to visit the Lower Stour Valley: 
1. Visit the Stodmarsh National Nature Reserve – have lunch at the Grove Ferry or the 

Red Lion Stodmarsh  

2. Visit Wingham Wildlife Park and Wingham Country Market where you can buy 

plants and produce to take home  

3. Visit the Canterbury Environmental Education Centre for wildlife spotting, pond 
dipping and much more 

 

If you have a full day to visit the Lower Stour Valley: 
Visit the Stodmarsh National Nature Reserve, have lunch at the Grove Ferry and take a 

river trip to Plucks Gutter on the Ellen Mary with Grove Ferry River Trips 
 

If you have a weekend to spend in the Lower Stour Valley: 
Day one: Spend the day in Sandwich visiting the local nature reserves and take a 

river trip with the Sandwich River Bus out to Pegwell Bay to spot the seals 

Early evening, see the latest release at the Empire Cinema 

Stay in the village of Worth at one of the Inns or bed & breakfasts, have 

dinner at the Blue Pigeons or St. Crispin Inn 

Day Two: Visit Sandwich Bay and the Sandwich Bay Observatory Field Centre 

After lunch in Worth visit Fowlmead Country Park, hire a bike and 

explore the cycling trails 
  

If you have a few days to spend in the Lower Stour Valley: 
Stay at a spa – the Tor Spa Retreat in Ickham or the Retreat at Witherdens Hall. In 

amongst your beauty treatments and therapies try the following: 

− Explore on foot or by bike the villages of Ickham, Wickhambreaux, Littlebourne 

and Stodmarsh – each has its pubs and ancient churches worth exploring 

− Visit the Stodmarsh Nature Reserve 

− Book a river trip from Grove Ferry 

− Explore Sandwich and its many natural areas 

− Explore the villages and churches of Preston, Elmstone and West Stourmouth 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


